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Staley’s salary to increase by $125k
Women’s basketball
coach on court
until 2019
Thad Moore

TMOORE@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

For women’s basketball coach
Dawn Staley, talking to Ohio
State bore plenty of fruit.
USC trustees approved a
three-year contract extension
and a new pay package for Staley
Wednesday that includes a
$300,000 retention bonus and
a $125,000 raise, with more
increases scheduled.

Under the new contract, Staley
will be paid $850,000 per year,
including $500,000 annually in
media payouts. Those payouts
w i l l
increase
Staley’s contract is
b
y
available online at
$25,000
dailygamecock.com. e a c h
year, so
in 2019,
she’ll receive $975,000.
She’ll also receive a total of
$300,000 — $50,000 per year
— in deferred pay if she stays
at USC for the length of the
contract, which ends in March

2019.
The pay raise follows backto-back 25-win seasons and two
consecutive NCAA tournament
appearances.
It also comes just weeks after
Staley was courted by The
Ohio State University to fill
its women’s coaching opening.
Staley withdrew her name from
consideration after meeting with
university officials there.
“Coach Staley was a very
i mpor t a nt retent ion for
t he u n iversit y a nd for me
personally,” USC President
Harris Past ides said. “I’m

Jeffrey Davis / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Staley led women’s basketball
to 25 wins this year and last.
delighted with this particular
package and think that it is fair
to the university and hope it is

attractive to her.”
Pastides said the new pay
package was a response to the
Ohio State talks, and that the
university’s conversations with
Staley have been “amicable.”
“She was very professional
about it (and) did not play hard
to get,” Pastides said.
The women’s team fell to
12-seed Kansas last month in
the second round of the NCAA
tournament after making it to
the round of 16 in 2012. The
2012–13 season ended with a
STALEY ● 2

USC waiting on
state oversight
legislation
Pastides: ‘Come back
with a different approach’
Thad Moore

TMOORE@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Students salsa to benefit health clinic
Group raises money
for bilingual center
Hannah Jeffrey

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

O n t he R u s s e l l Ho u s e p at io
Wednesday evening, a small group of
people began to line up and learn the
basic steps to the salsa. Others nearby
loaded guacamole onto their burritos.
Members of the Amigos del Buen
Samaritano manned their stations
around the patio, eager to welcome one
and all to their Salsa con Salsa event,
benefiting the Good Samaritan Clinic
in Columbia.
“It’s the only free clinic in Columbia
that offers medical services in both
English and Span ish,” said A my
Hartman , co-chair of fundraising
and grant writing. “It’s all run by
volunteers, and many of them are USC
students.”
Tickets to the event were sold in the
days leading up to the event on Greene
Street, as well as Wednesday night. All
proceeds were donated directly to the
Good Samaritan Clinic.

Open on Tuesdays and Thursdays,
the clinic provides free general medical
consultations, along with medicine and
test screenings.
Volunteers at the clinic lend their
services while doing everything from
entering information into the clinic’s
database to taking the heights and
weights of patients. Even the doctors
are volunteers, coming from both
Palmetto Health and the USC School
of Medicine, Hartman said.
Though services are bilingual, it is
not necessary for volunteers to know
two languages.
“You don’t have to speak Spanish
when you volunteer because there are
jobs, like transferring paper doctors’
notes onto the computer or grant
writing, that don’t require you to,” said
Hartman, a second-year biochemistry
student.
Vo l u n t e e r p o s i t i o n s i n c l u d e
physicians and nurses, as well as
interpreters and grant writers.
The tables that stretched across
the patio bore a wide range of Latin
American fare, including tacos and
guacamole made by club members and
burritos donated by El Burrito.

Photos by Brian Almond / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Guests got salsa lessons and ate tacos,
burritos and guacamole Wednesday.
“All of the groceries we used were
donated by Wal-Mart,” Hartman said.
“That means that all proceeds are
going directly to the clinic. We’re not
keeping any of it.”
The Latin Dance Club was also
there to help out with the festivities,
teaching attendees moves to popular
Latin American dances such as the
salsa, bachata and merengue while fastSALSA ● 2

Police find packages across city
2 on Assembly turn out
to be bags of clothes, books
Thad Moore

TMOORE@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Columbia police
responded to three reports
of suspicious packages over
the course of about an hour
Wednesday afternoon.
Tw o , o n e e a c h o n
A s s embl y St re et ’s
i ntersect ions w it h Lady
and Washington streets,
were repor ted arou nd 1
p.m. and closed a threeblock stretch of Assembly
and its side streets as the
packages were investigated.
No one was evacuated,

Thursday
84°

65°

Friday
84°

53°

said police spokeswoman
Jennifer Timmons.
A n hou r later, a t h ird
suspicious item was spotted
outside downtown by the
intersection of Rosewood
Avenue and Garners Ferry
Road. The bags were
gone by the time officers
arrived, Timmons said.
Dow ntow n, t he police
found that the package at
Assembly and Lady streets
w a s a b ac k p ac k f u l l of
clothes, Timmons said.
S ho r t l y t he r e a f t e r,
p ol ic e , a s s i s t e d b y t he
St ate Law Enforcement
Div ision, detonated t he
bag by Washington Street
t o “e r r o n t h e s i d e o f

caution,” Timmons said,
because they couldn’t make
out its contents. It mostly
held library books.
The blast raised
concerns on social media
as a boom echoed through
downtown.
The t r io of repor t s
were among many lodged
nationwide — from Boston
a nd Wash i ng ton to Los
A ngele s a nd At la nt a —
Wed ne sday a s t he U. S.
remains on edge af ter
Mo nd a y ’s f at a l B o s t o n
Marat hon bombi ng a nd
suspicious envelopes
were sent to Washington
lawmakers.
DG

Clemson University is gunning for
some independence from state oversight
with a proposed bill before the state
Senate, but USC isn’t interested in signing
on, USC President Harris Pastides said.
The legislation would create a new
division at Clemson with oversight of
land deals and construction projects,
and it would remove those powers from
state government in an effort to give
the university more flexibility and let
independently funded plans move more
quickly. The “enterprise division” would
be required to submit an independent
audit each year.
It’s an attractive plan to state schools
— ot hers have asked for t he same
independence — but USC’s Statehouse
advisers do not expect it to gain traction
during the current legislative session,
which ends June 6, Pastides said.
“I worry right now that it’s too late
in the legislative season for this to gain
a lot of traction,” Pastides said. “I think
we’ll probably be working with Clemson
and other universities in the off-season
to come back with a different approach,
maybe next year.”
Still, USC wants that same in-house
oversight, and if t he bill gat hered
momentum, the university would request
to be added, he said. The bill, introduced
last month, is before the Senate Finance
Committee.
Pastides said the university will pursue
independence in construction projects,
buying processes and hiring, and it plans
to approach lawmakers to write new
legislation and see how much control
they’re willing to cede to the university.
OVERSIGHT ● 3

Gamecocks Run
For Boston
Beta Theta Pi fraternity is hosting Gamecocks Run For
Boston today from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at the Greene Street
Fields near the Colonial Life Arena.
The group run was organized to show support for victims
of Monday’s Boston Marathon explosions, which killed
three people and wounded more than 170 others. The run’s
course will be around the field’s quarter-mile perimeter.
The fraternity will be selling T-shirts and collecting
donations to go to the Richard Family Fund. Eight-year-old
Martin Richard was standing near the race’s finish line and
was killed by one of the blasts; his mother and 6-year-old
sister were severely injured.
USC President Harris Pastides said Wednesday he plans
to attend the run. Attendees are asked to wear red, white
and blue to the event.
— Compiled by Sarah Ellis, Assistant News Editor

USC Idol

Progressive Policies

Nationals begin

Eight student
hopefuls vied for
the title Wednesday
night in the Russell
House Ballroom.

Columnist Steven
Moore notes America’s change of heart
toward illegal immigration.

USC’s equestrian
team hopes to build
on momentum from
winning the SEC
Championship.

See page 5

See page 4

See page 8
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NRCC withdraws
support for Sanford
The National Republican Congressional Committee
withdrew its support of former Gov. Mark Sanford’s
congressional campaign Wednesday after his ex-wife,
former South Carolina first lady Jenny Sanford, filed a
court complaint accusing him of trespassing, Politico
reported.
The NRCC will no longer contribute money or other
support to Sanford, who has been in a tight race with
Democratic candidate Elizabeth Colbert Busch. The two
have recently been polling within points of each other.
Colbert Busch has the support of the Democratic
Congressional Campaign Committee.
The complaint caused Republicans to worry that more
issues from Sanford’s personal life may come to light and
further damage the campaign.
The NRCC has spent money on polling and “other
activities” for Sanford, and spending millions more was
under discussion before they withdrew support, Politico
reported.

In Brief.
SLED investigating
death of tased man
The South Carolina Law Enforcement Division
is investigating the death of a man who died after
being tased multiple times, WCSC reported.
Carl Ballard, 29, of Kingstree , approached a
driver’s license checkpoint around 11 p.m. but
sped off after officers began to approach the car.
After a chase spanning several streets, the car
stopped. The passenger surrendered immediately,
but police said Ballard ran into the woods.
Ballard fell and officers told him to stay down,
but he got up and started running again. A trooper
then deployed his taser, the police report said.
He fell again but got up and kept running. This
happened multiple times before officers forcibly
put Ballard’s hands behind his back . They took
him to the emergency room, where he later died.
The Williamsburg County Coroner’s Office
has not determined a cause of death.

Former FBI agent
announces mayoral bid
Another candidate has come forth in the race for
Columbia’s mayor.
Former FBI analyst Larry Sypolt , 35, made his
campaign announcement in front of the Five Points
fountain Tuesday afternoon, The State reported.
With him were the parents of a young man attacked
in Five Points two years ago, as well as owners of local
nightclubs and consignment stores.
Sypolt criticized the city’s violence and said his
experience in law enforcement may help solve the
problem.
He proposed merg ing t he Colu mbia Police
Department and the Richland Count y Sheriff ’s
Department in order to “streamline resources and
consolidate expenses,” The State said.
Sypolt is a 10-year veteran of the Richland County
Sheriff’s Department narcotics unit . He spent five
years with the FBI before leaving to open his own
background screening and drug testing company.

— Amanda Coyne, Assistant News Editor
— Amanda Coyne, Assistant News Editor

— Amanda Coyne, Assistant News Editor

SALSA ● Continued from 1
paced tunes blared out of speakers placed around
the area.
“We were contacted to do a salsa night for
fundraising,” said third-year public health student
and club president Phu Ngyen. “It’s great to do this
and support the Good Samaritan Clinic.”
According to Hartman, though the Amigos del
Buen Samaritano group has been at USC for four
years, this is the first year members have held the
Salsa con Salsa event.
“This is a new event, and we’re looking for people
to enjoy themselves and see the effect that the clinic
has on Columbia,” she said. “We’re always looking
for more students to join us.”
DG

STALEY ● Cont. from 1
25-8 record.
Last June, after t he
team’s 2012 performance,
Staley received a $50,000
raise.
Staley was named to
the Naismith Memorial
Basketball Hall of Fame
last week after a career on
the court that took her to
the Olympics three times
and won her three AllAmerican recognitions at
the University of Virginia.
“She st a nds for a l l
the right things about
t he u n iversit y — her
work ethic, her former
accomplishment s, t he
fact that she’s taken her
basketball program to be
consistently competing
for postseason play and
championships,” Pastides
said. “She’s ver y, ver y
important to us.”
DG
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OVERSIGHT ● Cont. from 1
If USC signs on
w it h t he Clemson
bill, university officials
worr y t hey’ll lose
leverage, saying joining
it could close the door
on conversations with
legislators.
USC faces regulation
Past ides said i n h ibit s
its ability to build, buy
and hire what and who it
needs quickly.
Construction projects
— with or without state
funding — are usually
delayed about a year and
a half. USC is required to
take the lowest bidder for
supplies and equipment,
alt hough it m ight
prefer other offers, and
it can’t hire short-term
faculty for longer than a
year because of “pretty
s t o d g y ” s t at e r u l e s ,
Pastides said.
If USC wanted a new

microscope, he said, it
would have to take bids
and accept t he lowest
offer, even if it didn’t
m e e t a r e s e a r c h e r ’s
needed specif icat ions
or another required less
maintenance.
“Somet imes going
t hrough t hat state
proc u rement proce s s
m ight t ie you r ha nds
unnecessarily,” Pastides
sa id. “ We don’t wa nt
to spend more than we
have to on supplies ... but
you don’t want to treat
that expensive technical
equipment the same way
you would treat paper.”
State oversight’s effects
on building projects was
on display Wednesday,
as u niversit y t r ustees
approved three projects
— for much-needed
training laboratory space,
a studio for broadcast
journalism students and

p ede st r ia n s a fet y on
Greene Street — that
USC had hoped to move
for ward w it h mont hs
e a r l i e r, s a i d D e r e k
Gruner, USC’s campus
planning director.
T he y wer e pu s he d
back, though, because
USC, along with other
state agencies, couldn’t
get st ate approva l i n
December, Gruner said,
mov i ng t hem b ac k a
cycle.
If projects don’t get

immediate approval from
the state Commission
on H igher Educat ion
or Budget and Control
Board or are held up
w it h que s t ion s f rom
their members, they’re
defer red to t he ne x t
meeting, which can be
months out.
Such delays can prove
costly for the university,
Pastides said.
“Time is money, as
they say,” he said.
DG
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Colleges, lawmakers
need to compromise
Despite barely offering any financial
support for higher education in South
Carolina, our state government constantly
meddles in the day-to-day affairs of the
state’s public colleges and universities. But in
a proposed bill before the Statehouse to offer
such institutions more freedom in managing
impor t a nt
“South Carolina af fa i r s such as
construct ion
law binds our
projects or
college and
purchase quality
universities into equ ipment , we
worry both sides
making choices a r e n’t lo ok i n g
at t he bigger
that don’t
picture.
necessarily
As it currently
match up with
stands, the state
requires public
reality.”
i n st it ut ion s of
higher education to jump through hoops
in hopes of saving the taxpayers’ money. If
we want to construct new buildings, invite
visiting professors or even purchase a simple
microscope — even without the use of state
funds — South Carolina law binds our
colleges and universities into making choices
that don’t necessarily match up with reality.
It ’s a l r e a d y a s t r u g g le f o r m a n y
administrators of our state’s public colleges
and universities to provide the best education
they can for students. We don’t think it’s fair,
or even necessary, they should have to wait
on an already burdened bureaucracy to help
them decide the best use of their funds.
However, si mply brea k i ng f ree of
state control might not necessarily be
the best option for anyone either. While
some of South Carolina’s schools want to
immediately pursue more independence,
we don’t feel it would be the best option to
simply let colleges to run wild with their
newfound power.
We can’t run the risk of having too
much regulation or barely having any at
all. Instead, we hope our state’s lawmakers
and our institutions come together and
compromise for the good of all South
Carolinians.

Immigration bill provides hope
DREAM Act, evolving
views sign of progress
In his inaugural address earlier
this year, President Barack Obama
c l a i me d , “O u r jou r ne y i s not
complete until we fi nd a better way
to welcome the striving, hopeful
immigrants who still see America
as a land of opportunity,” and that
long journey toward
immigration reform
may be coming
toward a close . The
S e n at e i nt r o d u c e d
a bipa r t isa n
im m ig rat ion bill
t h is week t hat w i l l
Steven
hopef ully enable
Moore
concrete reform
Third-year
of our outdated
political science
student
and inadequate
immigration policy.
The bill, of course, is not perfect
and will see some resistance, but it
is the most adequate reform effort
yet and should be passed.
T he bi l l seek s to sec u re t he
b order w it h Me x ic o. Cu r rent
u ndoc u mented a l ien re sident s
would not be able to gain
citizenship until the border is so
secure that 90 percent of attempted
crossers are turned back. But once
that benchmark is reached, anyone
here since at least December 2011
would be able to pay a $500 fee and,
after passing a background test,
be granted registered provisional
immigrant status. After that they
mu st wa it a 10 -yea r per iod to
take the standard tests given to
all legal immigrants, and if they
pass that, they will be granted full
citizenship. That process is cut

to five years for farm workers and
those covered under the DREAM
Act.
T he bi l l g i v e s mor e mo ne y
a nd power to t he Depa r t ment
of Homeland Securit y, showing
ded ic at ion to t he s e c u r i ng of
t he border. It ma ke s E -Ver if y
m a nd at or y f or a l l e mplo y er s ,
protect ing jobs for A mericans.
It also stops t he deportat ion of
undocumented immigrants who
have been here since December
2011 and have not committed a
serious crime, easing the burden of
prisons and detention centers.
Bu t t he p r o c e s s of g a i n i n g
citizenship will be pricey. It will
cost indiv iduals at least $2,000
over t he 10 yea rs to become a
full citizen. Many undocumented
aliens simply will not be able to
pay that expense, but there have
to be some costs associated with
t he process. The f u nds for t he
beefed-up border security need to
come from somewhere, and $2,000
over 10 years isn’t so expensive that
immigrants won’t still be able to
take advantage of it.
We’ve come a long way f rom
M it t Rom ney’s ridicu lous selfdeportation claims, but the fight
isn’t over. House Republicans are
working on their own immigration
plan, and a compromise will likely
have to be reached between the two
bills. Though the Senate plan has
its faults, it does halt unnecessary
deportations, take serious steps to
secure the border and provide a
reasonable, albeit expensive, path
to citizenship. If passed, this would
finally provide real progress for
immigration.

In the 20th century, the vinyl
record was a mainstay in the
music industry and a key part
of the success of many locally
ow ned small businesses. But
because we simply don’t have
time anymore to pick up a record
and play it, let alone purchase the
albums at a store,
many have tried to
rekindle that magic
S a t u r d a y, A p r i l
20, the unofficial
holiday Record
Store Day.
Record Store
Zach
D
a
y has ga i ned
Newcastle
major
traction over
Second-year
the past few years
journalism
student
with record stores
around the country
offering deals and celebrating
physical media, and it’s something
many in the music community
are beginning to support. Artists
like former White Stripes front
man Jack White will partake in
the festivities by releasing new
exclusive material or rereleasing
classics on vinyl, thereby bringing
the focus of the consumer back
into the local community.
For t hese privately ow ned
shops, Record Store Day helps
Americans rediscover the charm
of shopping locally and keeps
money within the community.
Digging through dusty crates
and searching for a diamond in
the rough represents everything
that is great about A merican
consumerism and its art ist ic
endeavors.
Record Store Day should be
commended for its efforts to
bring people back to locally
ow ned record shops. It is
admirable the music industry is
not leaving vinyl records behind.
There’s an immeasurable wonder
that comes from going into a
store and leaving with something
totally new and unexpected —
all music enthusiasts and small
business owners alike could agree
with that.

Staggering national debt should concern all
Historical allusions could spell
trouble for America’s future
$16,808,315,191,162.
This jaw-dropping figure is our total national debt,
at least when I started writing this article, and it’s
a number we should find important. Members on
both sides of the aisle often reference this number in
debating how to deal with our current financial crises
— like the sequester or why we haven’t passed a federal
budget since 2009. But before we can really discuss
why the debt even matters, we need to understand
what this number means and how it got so high.
Since our country’s foundation, the difference
between the amount of money the federal government
spends and receives is called an annual surplus or
deficit. Until recently, the national debt hovered
around 25 percent of gross domestic product during
most of the 20th century, spiking during both of the
World Wars and Great Depression. While we had paid
WWII debt down to 30 percent of GDP, when former

President Ronald Reagan took office, his economic
policies, commonly known as “Reaganomics,” created
major increases in expenditures with no new income.
Through subsequent administrations, these policies
managed to increase the debt to 70 percent of our
nation’s GDP — dropping down to
about 55 percent under former President
Bill Clinton’s economic policies — but
took a turn for the worse as we entered
the new millennium.
Back then, we as a nation made a
bipartisan decision to run up “Debt
Ross
Mountain” as fast as we could. Former
Abbott
President George W. Bush left office
First-year
with the debt at more than 80 percent
business
of GDP and President Barack Obama
economics
increased it even further, taking it over
student
100 percent for the first time since
WWII.
We’ve already seen many of the effects of this
massive debt, namely in the form of higher prices
for everyday purchases. If you’ve ever wondered why

About The Daily Gamecock

IT’S YOUR RIGHT
The goal of The Daily Gamecock’s
V ie w p oi nt s p ag e i s to s t i mu l at e
discussion in the University of South
Carolina community. All published
aut hor s a re e x p e c t ed to prov ide
logical arguments to back their views.
The Daily Gamecock encourages
readers to voice opinions and offers
three methods of expression: letters
to t he ed itor, g uest colu m ns a nd
feedback on dailygamecock.com.
Letters and guest columns should
be submitted via email to editor@
dailygamecock.com. Let ters must
be 200 to 300 words in length and
include the author’s name, year in

the prices of everyday common goods keep rising,
you can thank inflation, a phenomenon where money
loses value over time. According to the Bureau of
Labor Statistics, we’ve seen 35 percent inflation since
2000 — meaning prices have increased an average of
35 percent in that time.
We’ll be lucky if inflation is the only impact we
see from our growing debt. Debt is the destroyer of
empires. It’s a common thread between the collapse of
great powers like Carthage, Rome, Spain and France,
among others. And don’t think for a moment that debt
is an “old” problem modern nations no longer face. It
was one of the leading factors in the collapse of the
Soviet Union, and a mounting debt toppled Greece
in 2010.
A s cit izens, we’re play ing t he world’s most
dangerous game of “hot potato” by merely passing a
debt bomb from generation to generation. It’s almost
our generation’s turn to catch the potato — will we
make the changes necessary to stop the clock, or will
we just hope it doesn’t go off until we can pass it to the
next generation?

school and area of study.
We also invite student leaders and
USC faculty members to submit guest
columns. Columnists should keep
submissions to about 500 words in
length and include the author’s name
and position.
The editor reserves the right to
edit and condense submissions for
length and clarity, or not publish at
all.
A ll subm issions become t he
property of The Daily Gamecock and
must conform to the legal standards
of USC Student Media.

CORRECTIONS
If you find an error in today’s edition of The Daily Gamecock,
let us know about it. Email editor@dailygamecock.com
and we will print the corrections in our next issue.
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South Carolina. The Board of Student Publications and Communications
is the publisher of The Daily Gamecock. The Department of Student Media
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Andreoli crowned 2013 USC Idol
Eight talented students compete
for title Wednesday night
Mary Cathryn Armstrong

MARMSTRONG@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Simon Cowell may not have been
present in the Russell House Ballroom,
but even the surly Englishman himself
would have been impressed by all of
the talent USC students had to offer.
Carolina Productions hosted its
annual USC Idol Finale Wednesday
night . After whittling down the 30plus contestants who auditioned for
the show Monday, eight students took
to the stage, covering a medley of
modern and classic tracks.
Though Br ice Berg won t he
audience’s choice for best act, Emily
A ndreoli was named USC Idol for
her original musical performance.
Benjam in Peele was awarded t he
runner-up title.
Aud ience members cheered on
their favorite acts, waving handmade
s ig n s a nd s hout i n g t hu nder ou s
“G ame! Cock!” calls i n bet ween
songs. Substituting for the adorable
Ryan Seacrest , Idol hosts Pauly C
a nd AWOW W, of W USC fa me,
even invited the crowd to show their
support for t he singers via social
media, hashtagging tweets to Carolina
Productions with “#team” followed by
the name of their songbird of choice.
The DJs also doled out audience prizes
for the best tweets and new followers
to their own Twitter account.
Local celebrit ies were on hand
to judge the evening’s participants.

Nathan Leach / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Contestants Emily Andreoli (left), Brady Stephenson (center) and Kendrick Muldrow each sang a mix of original or cover songs.
School of Music assistant professor
of voice Janet Hopk ins , Nat ional
Association for Campus Activities
Online Market ing Manager Wes
Wikel and Boombox Guy JJ (donning
a signature green blazer and toting
a boom box in hand) judged the Idol
hopefuls on a 50-point scale based on
three characteristics: sound quality,
professionalism and voice control.
Though the trio of judges had the
final say on who took home the top
prize, audience members also voted
on their preferred winner via text
message.
Freshman Florida native fi rst-year
business student Brice Berg opened
up the show with Maroon 5’s ode to
the most leisurely day of the week,
“Sunday Morning.” Accompanying
h imself on t he keyboa rd, Berg’s
soulf ul, stripped down version of

t he song garnered him plent y of
audience applause and positive praise
from the judges. He was followed by
third-year business student Emily
Andreoli , singing an original track
she had written herself, a skill she was
complimented on by judge Wikel.
Next up was first-year music student
Alexis Blevins with a soft rendition
of Jef f Buc k le y ’s f a mou s ba l lad
“Hallelujah,” followed by Cockapella
president Benjamin Peele’s acoustic
guitar cover of OutKast’s catchy “Hey
Ya!” tune. The fourth-year history
student later accompanied secondyear business contestant Calla Chuy
du r i ng a second per for ma nce of
“Sunday Morning” after second-year
broadcast journalism student Kelly
Wiley’s powerful delivery of John
Legend’s romantic single “Ordinary
People.” Florence native and USC

NAACP chapter president Kendrick
Mu ld r ow p a id p er s on a l t r ibut e
to former “A merican Idol” winner
Ruben Studdard with the third-year
economics student’s own ear-pleasing
cover of the soul singer’s “Flying
without Wings.” Finale closer fourthyear management science st udent
Brady Stephenson lent his own vocal
st yling to t he Elton Joh n classic
“Don’t Let the Sun Go Down on Me.”
W h i le t he judge s del iberated,
contestants were invited back onstage
for a qu ick quest ion-a nd-a nswer
session with Pauly C and AWOWW.
Each spoke on his or her musical
i nf luences a nd favor ite song s to
cover while the audience submitted
their own fan favorite votes over text
message or online. Soon, the judges
were ready with an answer.
Video available online
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Carrie Underwood
rocks Colonial
Life Arena

Kelsey Phillips / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Carrie Underwood’s country-rock style has garnered her a number of die-hard fans, many of whom came out in full force for the singer’s live concert Wednesday night.

Country star brings sass, style
to audience of ‘Blown Away’ tour
Chloe Gould

I

CGOULD@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

t started with hot pink, spiked and studded
knuckle gloves and black mesh. She was dripping
chains and a deep purple, front-cropped gown
dragged on the ground behind towering stilettos.
A few songs later, there was a banjo and frayed
jean shorts — a few sunflowers twirling in blue
skies and white clouds on the stage screens.
Not many can pull of that transition. Carrie
Underwood is an exception.
The former “American Idol” winner has grown
from “Some Hearts” to one bad, in truly the best
way, vocalist, and Wednesday night, she shared a
little of her Oklahoma-born sass with the Colonial
Life Arena.
The Columbia show was a leg of Underwood’s
“Blown Away Tour,” which started in September
and has melded together all of the songstress’s
t alent s i n one m ismatched but nonet heless
impressive show.
Hunter Hayes, a 21-year-old heartthrob, has
already melted teen hearts from country to pop
with his fresh-faced serenades of bachelor love
ballads. The same was true Wednesday night.
He flashed a few smiles in a black V-neck and a
worn pair of sneakers, bopping back and forth on
a stage shaped like the three top points of a star.
The stage front was piped with red rope lights and
the back screen was etched with Hayes’s logo like
a chalkboard.

Shrieks erupted — ear-piercing, arena-rattling
shrieks. He garnered more shrieks than any one of
Taylor Swift’s songs.
Hayes had played the first few notes of “Wanted”
on the piano. He stood up in front of the keys,
mouth pressed to a mic, and turned the chorus to
the crowd. The arena lights shined over thousands

Kelsey Phillips / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Underwood performed hits like “Good Girl,” “Jesus,
Take the Wheel” and “Two Black Cadillacs” for fans.

of smitten fans, singing out every word.
He saved his top three for last: “Wanted,”
“Somebody’s Heartbreak” and “Storm Warning.”
During the second, he channeled a little John
Mayer and took a rock star jump off the drum
stage and straight into a long-winded guitar solo.
A s he closed out t he last chord of “Storm
Warning,” the lights went up and Hayes stayed
on stage into Underwood’s set announcement,
throwing guitar picks and catching a few waves
from the floor seats.
“I’d really like to thank you guys again,” Hayes
said. “Well, just thank you, thank you, thank you,
thank you.”
He was the sweet, in his music and in himself,
and harked back to the original, country-pop
“Idol” days of the night’s headliner.
Underwood was stellar. She’s completely broken
away from any kind of singing-show stereotypes
and, as far as vocal talent, she’s one of the best live
vocalists who’s been through the city in the past
few years.
The show hinged on wild graphics and strobe
lights, all projected on multiple, perpendicular
video screens.
Wind started to whirl from a sheet hanging over
the stage, across the audience. A tornado circled
on the video screens, and Underwood stepped out
of a pop-up (an actual, on-stage pop-up) yellow
brick house for “Good Girl.”
In a crowd that was largely standing for the
opening number, a man who had been dragged
to the show with his wife in section 114 was still
seated, soaking it all in.
CARRIE ● 6
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A f ter t he dramat ic
video entrance,
complete with a
spin n ing w indm ill
and rushing cloud, he
offered a side comment
to the greatness.
“OK, that was pretty
cool,” he said.
She sa ng a lot of
favorites from the start:
“Undo It,” “Wasted,”
“Two Black Cadillacs”
and “Last Name.”

APRIL 5TH – 22ND

CYCLE CENTER’S 22ND

ANNIVERSARY

SALE

In the middle of the
rad io -f it r u ndow n,
Under wo o d s a n g “ I
Told You So,” a Randy
Travis cover she said
she learned as a little
girl. It was beautiful.
Under wood sa id
b efore she to ok t he
stage, she was in her
tou r bus watch i ng
t he latest episode of
“A merican Idol,” t he
show she won i n it s
fou r t h season. She
h a s it recorded, she
assu red, a nd added
that she never thought
she wou ld ma ke it
through the first round
of auditions, way back

before “Some Hearts.”
It was a set-up for two
of the most meaningful
songs for Underwood,
she said: “Temporar y
H o m e ” a n d “ Je s u s ,
Take the Wheel.”
It was af ter t he
sent imental duo t hat
Under wood cha nged
into her cut-of f jean
shorts and climbed into
a flying stage, boxed in
by faux-stick rails. She
s a n g “A l l- A mer ic a n
Girl” — when a trailer
diner called “Carrie’s
Ve g g i e B u r g e r s ”
f lashed on the screen
— a nd t h rew leis to
the audience as jumbo

FIVE POINTS
1001 Harden Street
Columbia, SC 29205
(803) 256-0557

Up to 15% OFF 2013 Specialized Bicycles
50% OFF All Winter Clothing
Deep Discounts on All Closeout Bikes
Learn More: cyclecenter.com/for/gamecock

SPRING VALLEY
9003 Two Notch Rd
Columbia, SC 29223
(803) 788-6992

b e ac h b a l l s s k ipp e d
through the seats and
confetti fell from the
raf ter s du r i ng “One
Way Ticket.”
The show balanced
d ra mat ic s a nd voc a l
performance ver y
w e l l . U n d e r w o o d ’s
voice was really, ver y
st rong. She only had
one back-up vocalist,
A ndrea Thomas,
helping her through an
hou r-a nd-20 -m i nute
set — a departure from
a typical trio.
After she channeled
just one more lash of
sass i n “Before He
C heat s,” she c i rcled
back to t he tor nado
scene for the tour’s title
track “Blown Away.”
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pizzeria ~ wine bar

Lunch and Dinner specials daily
Happy Hour 4 to 7pm
Tuesday through Friday
803.521.5093 • www.ilgiorgione.com
2406 Devine St, Columbia SC
If you are under the age of 21, it is against the law to buy alcohol
beverages. All ABC regulations enforced.

90.5

Eat healthy. Be happy.
Celebrate 1st Anniversary at M Fresh with

seconds
of the

M Fresh

Student ID get 20% off
SMOOTHIES & WRAPS

news

1237 Washington St
803.779.1688

Offer Lasts: April 1st - 30th, 2 - 6pm Monday - Friday
Miyo’s Forest Drive
3250 Forest Dr
803.743.9996

M Vista
701 Lady St
803.255.8878

Miyo’s Main Street
922 South Main St
803.779.6496

Miyo’s Harbison
1220 E-2 Bower Prkwy
803.781.7788

dailygamecock.com

Miyo’s Lexington
5594 Sunset Dr
803.957.9888

Miyo’s Sandhills
715 Fashion Dr
803.788.8878

Guided Relaxation
Drop in this free weekly workshop &
learn to manage stress effectively
Byrnes Building room 617
every Thursday 3:30-4:30 pm
803-777-5223

M Cafe
1417 Sumter St
803.779.5788

Looking for energetic, enthusiastic job applicants for
M Grille opening in May 2013

If interested, email: www.miyos.com

Counseling & Human Development Center

M Grille at 530 Lady Street/near Vista

STUDENT HEALTH SERVICES

WIN 2 TICKETS TO
SEE DAVID SEDARIS!

An Evening With

DAVID
SEDARIS
C E L E B R AT I N G T H E R E L E A S E O F

L e t ’s E x p l o r e D i a b e t e s Wi t h O w l s

How’s your summer

l

king?

Make the most of your summer in Charleston
at Trident Technical College.
Maymester (May 6-24)
This intensive session is ideal for highly motivated students.
Complete a core or requirement in just three weeks.
April 29:
Application deadline for new students
(You must be accepted before registering.)
Now through April 19 and May 2-3:
Online and in-person registration
(New students must see an advisor.)

Summer Semester (May 28-Aug. 7)
May 16:
Application deadline for new students
You must be accepted before registering.

SUNDAY, APRIL 21
KOGER CENTER
Go to the Gamecock Giveaways tab on our app or website: dailygamecock.com.
Fill in the blank: “I love The Daily Gamecock because
Entries will be judged on creativity and humor.
Will be notified April 19th at Noon.

”

Now through April 19 and April 22-May 30:
Online and in-person registration
(New students must see an advisor.)

Affordable tuition and fees: Six credit hours only $364.70
after S.C. lottery assistance.* FAFSA required (fafsa.gov).
Call 843.574.6000 for details.

success starts here

FOR TICKETS
CALL: 803.257.2222 ONLINE: CAPITOLTICKETS.COM

843.574.6111 | www.tridenttech.edu

KH]PKZLKHYPZVU[V\YJVT

*Tuition for tri-county residents
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HOUSING

EMPLOYMENT

Female Subleaser(s) Wanted
for Summer (May - July)
$454/person
**Price is negotiable**
Email mitchehm@email.
sc.edu or call Hannah @
843.372.5103!

EMPLOYMENT
$BARTENDING$, $300/Day
Potential, NO EXPERIENCE
NEC.Training Available. 800965-6520 XT253

Kitchen and Servers
Groucho’s 5 Points Kitchen
and Servers. Must be able
to Work (10-3) Lunchtime/
Weekends. Apply in person.
611 Harden Street.
NO CALLS,
Email info@grouchos.com

7

STORAGE
Monster Storage
803.310.7475
Student Discounts
MonsterStorage.Com

MISCELLANEOUS
Ryu Te Okinawan Karate.
Adult only classes. 372
Riverchase Way. Lexington,
SC 29072. Call (803)749-8368

PHD • JORGE CHAM

THE SCENE

TODAY
MAMA’S LOVE WITH PINNA
9 p.m. doors / 10 p.m. show, $7
5 Points Pub, 2020 Devine St.

HOROSCOPES

Aries

Leo

Sagittarius

Eve n i n t he f ac e of
confrontation, access
y ou r c o ol he ad a nd
glide past old barriers.
There are calmer winds
ahead. Celebrate with a
home-cooked meal and
cozy couch time. Save
travel for later.

Watch t hose n ickels
a n d d i m e s . Yo u ’ r e
bring ing t hem in,
possibly t he hard
way. Walking relieves
tension. Move quickly
a nd w it h keen e ye s.
A s s e r t y ou r d e s i r e s
today and tomorrow.

It’s getting adventurous
for the next two days.
Don’t overlook career
o b l i g at io n s ; h a n d le
t hem before dashing
off. Listen to feedback.
Get friends to help, and
you get to spend time
with them.

T her e’s s o muc h t o
do. Streamlining your
routine saves precious
time. Surround yourself
with love, and start by
g iv ing it away. Have
the party at your house,
but don’t go overboard
on preparation.

You’re empowered and
more sensitive. Resist
the splurge temptation,
and continue to
increase personal
assets. Observe
t he sit uat ion, a nd
contemplate your next
move. Pay back a favor.

New oppor t u n it ie s
develop. Right now, it’s
better to receive than
give. Minimize risks.
Make big changes
w it hout spending
mo ne y. C o n s u lt
distant associates for
encouragement.

D o n’t b e a f r a i d t o
assume responsibility,
and increase your
authorit y. Only when
undaunted by fear of
defeat ca n you t aste
v ic tor y. Ot her s may
wa nt to d ist ract you
from your goals. Stand
up for what’s right.

Make a decision you
c a n l i ve w it h . Hold
fi rm to whatever’s most
important. The more
complete, t he better.
Be respectful. There’s
a p ot e nt i a l c o n f l ic t
of interests. You have
more friends than you
realized.

Yo u s t i l l h a v e
paper work to f in ish.
Cont inue to increase
savings in the coming
week. Assume
re s p on s ibi l it y. Ta l k
about you r feel i ng s.
Prov ide fact s. You’ll
have more help. Uncork
your passions.

Yo u r c u r i o s i t y i s
a rou s e d , a nd you’re
tempted to buy
something you may not
need. Th i n k it over.
You r energ y i s b e s t
spent mak ing money.
Limit your guest list or
the menu, or just make
it a potluck.

Decide what you want.
There’s a disagreement
about priorities. Don’t
push too hard. Check
out ot her opt ions.
Confront and diminish
o l d f e a r s . Yo u ’ r e
attracting the attention
of an important person.

Pay off another
d e b t . D o n’t b e l ie v e
ever y t h i ng you’ve
le a r ne d . Wat c h o ut
for misunderstandings
or er ror s. Work out
the details with your
partner, and put your
heads together behind
closed doors.

Taurus

Gemini

Cancer

Virgo

Libra

Scorpio

Capricorn

TODAY

TOMORROW

USC DANCE COMPANY PRESENTS
VELOCITY: STUDENT
CHOREOGRAPHY SHOWCASE
7:30 p.m., $12 students /
$16 faculty & staff / $18 general
Koger Center for the Arts,
1051 Greene St.

KATT WILLIAMS & FRIENDS
6:30 p.m. doors / 7:30 p.m. show
$49.50 – $76
Township Auditorium,
1703 Taylor St.

WALK A MILE IN HER SHOES
6 p.m., $30
Columbia Metropolitan Convention
Center, 1101 Lincoln St.

USC THEATRE PRESENTS: “KING LEAR”
8 p.m., $12 students /
$16 faculty & staff / $18 general
Drayton Hall Theatre,
1214 College St.

04/18/13

Aquarius

Pisces

Columbia Charlotte Shuttle

The Charlotte Airport Just Got Closer
Heyents!
d
$49 each way • Pick up/drop off at USC
Stu
www.ColumbiaCharlotteShuttle.com • (803) 783-5123

04/18/13

1 2 3 4

for 04/17/13

ACROSS
1 Altar constellation
4 Picked locks?
8 Where to see
Goyas
13 Translating
computer
program
15 Had pizza
delivered, say
16 Rikishi’s contest
18 Vice __
19 DFW airport
home
20 Lei presenter
22 Bit for the dog
bowl
23 Tapped-out
character
24 Popping up all
over
25 Plaintive wind,
perhaps
26 First-year law
student
28 City known as the
political capital of
Africa
30 Battleﬁeld display
32 King’s problem in
“The King’s
Speech”
33 Polo Grounds #4
34 Place to see bull
horns
35 Reorganize, and
then some
39 Thrill
43 Paciﬁc Northwest
cedar
monuments
45 NYC
neighborhood
46 Make __ dash
47 Scandinavian
saint
48 Rascal
49 Like Gen.
McChrystal
50 Quite soon
52 Bearded beast
53 What a case may
go to
55 The three in this
grid are a hint to
the starts of 16-,
28- and 43Across
58 Gravy no-no
59 Billie Holiday’s
real ﬁrst name
60 El primer mes
61 Houston MLBer
62 “Just kidding!”

DOWN
1 Rm. coolers
2 Stand-up
performance
3 Current
contraption
4 Align the cross
hairs
5 Fly in the
ointment
6 Slows
7 Prom corsage
8 Work on the
street
9 MapQuest
output: Abbr.
10 Pilot in a show
11 Prepare for the
hot tub
12 Painting the town
red
14 “A __ upon
thee!”
17 Oldies players
21 Gets cozy
23 [Facepalm!]
25 Lay one’s hands
on
27 Undid the
blindfold
28 Do more than just
consider
29 “The Clan of the
Cave Bear”
writer
31 Tabloid pair

Solutions from 04/17/13

35 Scare
36 Jeter’s 3,000th
hit, e.g.
37 Unit by unit, in
succession
38 Coral
component
39 Foreclosure
cause
40 In progress
41 Author better
known as Saki
42 Word with seed
or banana
44 Tureen utensils
50 Besides

51 Strategic WWI
river
52 Gibson need
54 Spring mo.
56 Common word
on Brazilian
maps
57 Watched the
kids
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Equestrian to begin nationals
Gamecocks hope to build
on momentum from win at
inaugural SEC Championship
Kyle Heck

KHECK@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

A f t e r w i n n i n g t he S out he r n
Championship last season, the South
Carolina equestrian team headed into
nationals with momentum on its side.
However, the Gamecocks faltered in
Waco, Texas, with the Western team
claiming fourth place and the Hunt
Seat team taking fifth.
This season a similar situation
awaits USC. The Gamecocks are
fresh off a win at the inaugural SEC

Championship as they prepare for
this year’s national championship in
Waco, which begins today.
Coach Boo Major and company
hope to achieve a different result
from last season, and the past couple
weeks of practice have been pleasing
to the long-time USC coach.
“I think we have a much better
frame of mind,” said Major, who was
recently named the SEC Coach of
the Year. “I think we have a stronger
team. I think we had a great team
last year, but I think riding-wise we
have a stronger team and, I’m hoping,
mentally we have a stronger team.”
USC w ill get t he compet it ion
started with a Western match against

New Mexico State at 10 a.m. today. If
the Gamecocks win, they will take on
Texas Christian University at 2 p.m.
The Hunt Seat team will begin
play Friday against either Oklahoma
State or Texas A&M at 10 a.m.
Du r i ng t he reg u lar season,
t he team pract ices t hree t imes a
week . Howe ver, si nce t he SEC
Championship ended, t he riders
pa r t ic ipat i ng i n nat iona ls have
practiced every day. That adds up to
15 straight days of practice before the
Gamecocks got a day of rest for travel
Tuesday.
Major said the girls got a little tired
by the end of last week, but that the
team needs every minute of practice

Courtesy of USC Athletics Media Relations

Senior Kimberly McCormack (above) and the equestrian team will compete at nationals after winning the SEC Championship.

it can get because several meets take
place in such a short amount of time.
She compared nationals to NCA A
March Madness , in that any team
can win, depending on who comes
together at the right time.
Sen ior K i mberly McCor mack
says the consecutive days of practice
are tough, but she knows it is all in
preparation to hopefully bring home
a national championship.
“You kind of know what is coming,
so you prepa re you rself for it ,”
McCormack said. “You put a lot of
effort in that two weeks knowing
you’re headed to Waco. It’s a pretty
short period of time, so it’s intense.”
Mc C or m ack ag reed t he tea m
appears to be in better shape than
it was last year, saying there is more
energy and a stronger “cohesive feel”
heading into the first-round match.
Major said because the team is
so close-knit, riders want to cheer
on their teammates even when they
aren’t compet i ng. However, t he
competition area at Waco is spread
out. The Hunt Seat ring is on one
side of the facility while the Western
ring is on the other. USC’s stalls are
somewhere in the middle, according
to Major. She said she is going to
t r y a nd prevent her tea m f rom
“overdoing” it and getting too tired
from cheering on their teammates.
Redshirt junior Johnna Letchworth
said the separation between the two
teams is one of the toughest things
about nationals.
“One of our best qualities as a team
is that we work really well together,
and we try to pump each other up,”
Letchworth said. “The [other team]
gives us a lot of energy, and we give
them a lot of energy, so I think that’s
going to be one of the most difficult
things.”
Regardless, Major said she thinks
her team is in a good position going
into nationals and, returning to her
March Madness reference, says she
hopes her team isn’t upset early on.
“We’re going to t r y ver y hard
not to be a team that falters in the
beginning,” Major said. “I think
that’s our goal this time: to just come
out of the box strong. I think if we do
that, we’re going to be fine.”
DG

USC posts 2 wins at invitational

Scheper takes 2nd in high
jump in spite of injuries
Khadijah Dennis

SPORTS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

A s t he G amecock s prepare to
travel to Columbia, Mo., for the
SEC Outdoor Championships in
early May, the team has one more
meet to showcase their skills.
The Gamecocks were able to post
27 top-fi ve fi nishes, including two
wins, at the Spec Towns National
Team Invitational hosted by the
Universit y of Georgia Sat urday.
Among the winners were Meredith
Mill , who now ranks 10th on the
South Carolina all-time list in the
1,500 -meter r u n, and t he men’s
4x100-meter relay team of Kendall
Kee , Chris Royster, Andre Carter
and Eric Winfrey.
The results in Georgia were ones
coach Curtis Frye is proud of, as
they closely resembled “national and
conference-level performances.”
“Overall, I think it gave some of
our student-athletes the chance to
run and get themselves in position
to make the traveling squad to the
SEC Championship,” Frye said in
an email interview. “We are not a
reloader, we are a developer. Our
athletes go from year to year getting
better.”
Among those improving athletes
i s Je a n nel le S c hep er , a j u n ior
high jumper and CARIF TA gold
medalist who bettered her outdoor
mark of 6 feet in her season debut
w i t h 6 - 0 2 . 0 0 (1. 8 8 m ) i n t h e
competition in Georgia.
Though she finished second in
the invitational section, she was still
the top collegian overall, despite
some confl icts faced that day.
“I was battling an injury in my
hamstring, and I hurt my ankle in
the day,” Scheper said. “So, really it

was about competing the best that
I could.”
Though Scheper said she wasn’t
at 100 percent in the competition,
Frye said otherwise when describing
her performance.
“Jeannelle’s opener in the high
j u mp s howe d s he w a s i n g o o d
n at i o n a l f o r m . S h e c o m p e t e d
against an international girl and
beat the entire collegiate field that
included the next two best in the
SEC. She was able to beat them,
which helps your psyche when you
have to compete against them later
on in the year,” Frye said.
Scheper, who holds both indoor
and outdoor school records , has
received many awards as an athlete
at USC. Last year, Scheper was a
First Team All-American and the
SEC Indoor bronze medalist.
Though she is focused on school,
she says she does think about what
it would be like to turn her college
at h let ic c a reer i nto somet h i ng
professional in the future. S
he also credits much of
her mot ivat ion, a nd st rong
performance, to her family.
“My parents live in the Caribbean,
and my brother lives in Harlem.
I don’t really get to see them too
much, but t hey always send me
m e s s a g e s o f e n c o u r a g e m e nt ,”
Scheper said. “My mom talks to me
every day, and my brother lets me
know how proud he is of me.”
She also said her teammates are
like family to her, as she gets to
see them ever y day. The level of
communication and togetherness is
shown through many acts of support
on and off the field.
“The t rack team is l ike a big
family — we always wish each other
good luck and cheer each other on,”
Scheper said. “My coach usually
writes me a note, usually a Bible
verse, before a big meet to help me
get through competitions.”
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Junior Jeannelle Scheper finished second in the Spec Towns National Team Invitational.
Frye, along with the rest of his
coaching staff, sees great things in
every athlete and is excited for the
team’s future.
“They are on t he verge of
becoming nat ional k ids ... [ It’s]

a n excit i ng moment for us as a
coaching staff,” Frye said. “We have
kids that make the grades and are
being the kind of citizens that we’ve
invested in.”
DG

